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Radial Reampin9 Pack =Cakewalk Rapture

Rapture is the second (after
Dimension Pro) in Cakewalk's
new line of virtual synths that
will run on any DAW/sequencer
system platform in common
use. Rapture's installer CD-
Rom includes versions in Audio
Units (AU), RTAS, D xi (both 32
and 64-bit) and VSTi formats.

Rapture is a wavetable synth
with a virtual front panel that
enables endless tweaking of
any of the sounds in its vast
library of over 600 sounds. The
600 includes Basses, Leads,
Pads, Arpeggios, Textures,
Electronic Percussion and

Sequences.
I installed Rapture's RTAS

version into my ProTools rig
and went to work. I liked the
modern looking interface, the
comprehensive MIDI Control
Matrix and the XN pad for
assigning multiple Rapture parameters to X and Y-axis -this is cool for
live performance.

This synth has a lot of electronica/dance/rave/techno oriented sounds,
but the interface is so complete, you can take any of the sounds and
change them radically to fit any musical style/genre.

Features you'll find important for programming and operation include:
pristine sound quality due to the non-aliasing resampling engine; six fully
programmable, stereo sound-generating elements with mixer; multi-wave-
form oscillators with ring modulation; two 16-mode filters per oscillator
with LoFi and Drive effects; over 40 envelope generators, LFOs, and step
generators; MIDI Modulation Matrix; and global FX and dynamic Step
Generator.

Basically you can mix together up to six different elements that com-
prise a program. The Global FX Stage has three multi-effect units with
nine delays and three different choruses, three parametric EOs, and a
dynamic Step Generator for volume with independent UR control. More
details can be found at www.cakewalk.com or you can call 617-423-9004.
Rapture sells for $199 MSRP. Sony Oxford Limiter Plug-ln

I For ProTools users,
~ony Oxford has a truly
reliable tool to maximize
stereo mix levels right
up to the legal limit.
Legal meaning no over-
loads that CO pressing
plants could reject your
master CO for replica-
tion. The Oxford Limiter
is a specially designed
program limiter that
uses logarithmic side
chain processing, adaptive timing functionality and look-ahead

techniques.
I installed this wonder in my ProTools HO3 Accel rig and immediately

i put it to work on my mix of a new parade theme for a chain of amuse-
ment parks. Using this plug-in is somewhat like using any compressorl
limiter with Gain Reduction meter, Input Gain, Attack, Release, Variable
Soft Knee controls, but you should study the manual beforehand to get
the most out of it and your mix.

I used it on the master stereo buss and adjusted it until I had more
loudness, with minimal side effects -dulling the high frequencies and
the dynamic "pumping and breathing" of the track. The Oxford Limiter is a
powerful tool and has very exacting metering that can be trusted to tell
when you are overloading the mix buss and the TOM buss or exceeding
the maximum allowable output level for 16-bit COs. In fact, the meters
indicate inter-sample overloads and then the Auto feature allows for
dynamic correction of reconstruction overloads in real-time. The Enhance
function allows volume and punch to be applied beyond what is available
from conventional limiters without over-loading.

Finally, there are full dither facilities available including variable depth
noise shaping for better mastering output quality in either 24- or 16-bit
final master files.

The Oxford Limiter Plug-in for ProTools TOM (PTH-LIMG2) has
become a mainstay -a requirement on all my mixes and sells for $530
MSRP while the LE version (PTL-LIMG2) goes for $350. More informa-

, tion is available at www.sonyplugins.com. ~
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The Radial Reamping
pack is their J48 direct box
and X-Amp active re-
amplifier packaged togeth-
er in a lightweight, hard
plastic Zebracase.

The J48 is an active
direct box powered by 48-
volt phantom power that is
well suited for high imped-
ance sources like guitars .

and basses. It has a -15dB
pad, ground lift, feed-through for sending to an amp, polarity reverse, 80-
Hz high-pass rumble filter and a unique merge mode for mixing two sig-
nals (like a stereo keyboard) down to mono.

X-Amp is a reamping device -an interface that allows low impedance
pre-recorded line level signals from your tape deck or DAW to be sent to
the high impedance input of a guitar amp and/or pedal effect. Features
include: XLR balanced line level input with LED peak indicator, level con-
trol, all Class-A circuitry, both direct and transformer-isolated guitar ampli-
fier outputs, dual ground lifts, and polarity reverse for correcting the inher-
ent phase differences between guitar amps.

Reamping is a technique that reduces the urgency and stress of get-
ting the 'ultimate guitar sound' during a session. We used the reamping
kit while working with a band in a small DAW based writing room. There
were no amps in the room, but with the reamping kit we were able to
record the guitar direct with the ,)48 while simultaneously sending the sig-
nal to a Line 6 POD-XT for a quick guide sound.

Later, with the performance perfected and recorded, we went to anoth-
er room full of a great assortment of guitar amps and vintage outboard
gear. Using the X-Amp, we connected the audio from the direct guitar
track to an amp and effects and tweaked to our hearts content, creating
the coolest guitar sounds without worrying about slowing down the cre-
ative process. We love this newfound ability so much that the Reamping
Kit has now become a mainstay in our recording/production workflow.

Both the J48 and X-Amp are housed in 14-gauge, crush-proof I-beam
framed boxes and come together in the attache-style Zebracase. Call
Radial Engineering at 604-942-1001 or visit www.radialeng.com.

The Taye Specialty
Snare Drums are made
and finished by hand and
are remarkably beautiful.

The Solid Maple Shell
Snare drum is lathed from
one piece of hand-selected
North American Sugar
Maple log -there are no
seams, no staves, and no
plies. If you opt for a wood
hoop drum, you'll get 14-

ply Sugar Maple hoops,
hand finished in 100 per-
cent tung nut oil and artic-
ulated hoop claws with res-
onance control spacers to
allow quick head changes.
Available sizes: 14 x 7, 14
x6,14x5and 14x4-
inches. Expect to pay around $1,500 for this beauty.

Less expensive at $800 is the 10-ply Sugar Maple Shell Snare drum
made from 100 percent North American Sugar Maple. Taye uses a pro-
prietary shell making process that combines high pressure and controlled
heat, resulting in a very rigid 7.5mm thick shell. The tone is pure with a
fat bottom-end and definitive attack. Wood Hoop models are also fitted
with 14-ply Sugar Maple hoops and articulated hoop claws. Available
sizes: 14 x 7, 14 x 6 and 14 x 5-inches.

Al.so priced at $800 are the aluminum alloy snare drums cold ham-
mered into their final form -a 14 X 6-inch drum. The shell is 6mm thick
with precision machined bearing edges and fitted with 14-ply Sugar
Maple hoops and articulated hoop claws with resonance control spacers.

For more information, please visit www.tayedrums.com, e-mail
info@tayedrums.com or phone 909-628-9589.


